What can parents do to help at home?

We recognise the possible problems and anxieties, as well as the rewards, for parents of gifted and talented children, and are always ready to support and advise them.  If you would like a copy of the school’s policy on gifted and talented pupils, please look on the school website or contact the school office.

After-school activities such as Brownies, Cub Scouts, youth clubs and swimming lessons all help children develop their talents and abilities.  These need to be balanced, however, with homework activities and relaxation so that children’s lives do not become too pressured.

Children will need help to cope with potential peer pressure, their own achievements, and the occasional failure.  By working in partnership with the school, parents can help children to make the most of their abilities.

Where else can parents find support?

Marie Huxtable is the educational psychologist with special responsibility for gifted and talented children in Bath and North East Somerset (tel. 01225- 394901)

The DCSF website for Gifted and Talented Pupils:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/giftedandtalented/
The Young Gifted & Talented online portal containing access to guidance, information and resources, including the National Quality Standards for Gifted and Talented Education; and information about the YG&T Learner Academy which provides access to resources for all gifted and talented learners aged 4 – 19: http://www.ygt.dcsf.gov.uk/
NRICH is an online maths club for children who like mathematics, and which provides challenges for the most able. It can be found at http://nrich.maths.org.uk
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Trusted Site"National Association for Able Children in Education (NACE)
Room L6 Westminster College, Oxford OX2 9AT
tel. 01865 245 657 

http://www.nace.co.uk
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Trusted Site"The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)
Elder House, Milton Keynes  MK9 1LR
tel. 01908 673 677 

http://www.nagcbritain.org.uk
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GIFTED AND TALENTED PUPILS:

GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS

Gifted and Talented Pupils  -  Who are they?

They are pupils who have particular strengths in one or more areas of ability, endeavour or talent.  Areas that have been identified include:

· academic and intellectual 

· expressive and performing arts 

· sports and physical 

· social, leadership and organisation 

· visual, spatial and mechanical 

· design, technology and ICT 

Gifted and talented pupils, like all children, are entitled to expect the best support the school can offer in developing their individual talents and in enabling them to achieve their full potential.  They have much to offer in return, and by meeting the needs of the most able, we believe that the levels of achievement for all children will rise.

What are the factors that contribute to achievement?

Factors that contribute to high achievement are:

· innate ability

· opportunity

· support

· motivation

· effort and hard work

Ability and achievement are not necessarily the same thing.  The challenge for the school is to convert ability into achievement by providing the appropriate opportunities and support.  The influence of home and other pupils is also an important factor.

How is a child identified?

It is important that gifted and talented children are identified as early as possible in order for their needs to be met. This may take place in a number of ways, e.g. through:

· Teacher nomination, using detailed knowledge gained by working with pupils.  Teachers will also use information passed on from nursery or pre-school, previous teachers, parents and professionals. 
· Tests and assessment  -  these form only part of the picture as they test for particular abilities, but they are used to support other methods of assessment.
· Checklists.  We have a bank of checklists to assist us with general identification and for use in specific subjects.
· Expert nomination.  The school’s educational psychologist, advisory staff, peripatetic teachers (e.g. for violin or other instruments), coaches or other people working with the children may identify a pupil.
· Parental nomination.  We welcome information from parents regarding their child’s talents and abilities.
What will happen once a child has been identified?

Once a child has been identified, provision will be made to meet their needs and their progress monitored.  Mrs Chidzey is the school’s coordinator for gifted and talented pupils, and she oversees this process.  The school will provide for the child’s needs through:

· The curriculum.  Classwork and homework will be differentiated where appropriate.  Teachers will use more challenging questions with identified pupils, and provide opportunities for pupils to choose further their areas of study.

· Grouping of pupils.  Some grouping of children by ability is arranged in class to enable children of like ability or talent to work together.  The teacher will spend some time targeting teaching at their particular level.  It is sometime also appropriate for such pupils to spend part of their timetable within groups of older children.

· Teaching strategies.  Less time is needed by gifted and talented pupils to practise skills  -  this time is used for accelerated work or, more frequently, enrichment and extension tasks.  These children are encouraged to develop open-ended tasks in different directions.
· Out of school and extension activities.  Opportunities are provided for pupils to develop their talents and abilities through extra-curricular clubs such as sport, music, art, drama, dance and ICT.  In addition, opportunities are also provided through workshops and visits, working with artists in residence, authors, specialist teachers and coaches, and working with pupils from other schools.  
· Bath and North East Somerset programmes  We take full advantage of the Saturday workshops and summer schools organised by Bath and North East Somerset.  Pupils are regularly nominated by class teachers in discussion with parents. The programme is administered by Mrs Russell.
