The Federated Primary Schools of Bishop Sutton & Stanton Drew

Homework Policy
Rationale

This policy is based on the DCSF document ‘Homework: Guidelines for Primary and Secondary Schools’. The Government believes that homework can make an important contribution to pupils’ progress in school and encourage schools to develop the use of effective homework. The school acknowledges the importance of this contribution but recognises also that children need time to spend on other worthwhile activities outside school such as sport, music, clubs, play and relaxation. The school strives to provide a realistic, consistent and balanced programme of relevant homework activities.
Aims/Purposes

The school believes homework, that is relevant to classroom activities, is an effective way of:

· Raising levels of pupils’ achievement;

· Consolidating and reinforcing skills and understanding particularly in literacy and numeracy;

· Encouraging pupils to develop perseverance, initiative and self discipline through independent study;

· Learning study skills and improving personal organisation, time management and presentation skills;

· Creating a firm partnership between parents and teachers in relation to children’s learning.

The type and amount of homework appropriate for pupils:

Reception

· Sharing books with adults on a regular basis;
· Reading the school scheme books, but most importantly being read to from picture books and other text types;
· Learning letter names and sounds.
Key Stage 1

· Daily reading practice;
· Learning spellings and key words;
· Numeracy games and number work;
Key Stage 2

· Daily reading practice;

· Learning spellings;

· Learning multiplication and associated division facts;

· Years 3 and 4 – literacy and numeracy each week, occasional assignments in other subjects;

· Years 5 and 6 – literacy and numeracy each week, assignments in other subjects;
Recommended time for homework

The Government’s recommended time allocation, which we follow, is as follows:

Years 1 and 2

1 hour per week
Reading, spelling, other literacy & number work

Years 3 and 4
1.5 hours per week
Literacy & numeracy as for years 1 and 2 with    occasional assignments in other subjects

Years 5 and 6
30 minutes per day
Regular weekly schedule with continued emphasis on literacy and numeracy, but also ranging widely over the curriculum

Parents will be informed by the class teacher of the homework schedule so that parents and children are aided by a regular routine. Where access to a computer is required, the school will provide access to one during lunchtime or after school. Homework will be differentiated as appropriate for children with special educational needs and gifted and talented pupils.

The role of parents and carers in supporting pupils
Parents and carers should find a suitable place in the home for the child to work. Parents, carers and teachers should make it clear to the children that they value the work done at home and encourage and praise them when they have completed set tasks at home. Regular feedback will be given on home work done. Clear guidance will be issued to parents and carers to enable them to support pupils’ homework.
Monitoring and Evaluation

Samples of homework activities will, where appropriate, form part of the work sampling process, when an assessment of the success of a cohesive homework programme will be made. The policy will be reviewed annually and made available to all parents on the school website. Feedback from parents will be sought through the parent forum and questionnaires.
