Governor Profile – Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James

I became a Governor in May of this year and am enjoying getting to grips with my new role. I have 3 children at Bishop Sutton Primary School. Since 2004 I have got to know most of the staff well, and as a Governor I hope to be able to help them in their role as teachers of our children. I have really enjoyed being involved in the school, setting up the school choir with two other mums, helping with Forest Club and with individual classes and trips whenever I can.

 
I haven’t returned to my career in nursing since I have had children, and although I have set up my own business I wanted to ‘do my bit’. In the past I have enjoyed time on the Bishop Sutton Pre-school Management Committee and the School PTA, and becoming a Governor felt like the natural next step. In becoming a Governor you also join one of three sub-committees, I am part of the Finance, Pay and Personnel Committee. Having worked for the NHS and two large charities, I understand the financial pressures in the public sector, and I am also enjoying using my experience in management again.
I remember my time at school with a mixture of emotions; I think I tolerated it for a long time! I would like children today to enjoy school more than I did. I probably spent too much time doing sport and music activities, and not enough time on my academic work (!), but I am grateful I had the chance to try other activities. Having opportunities to excel beyond the classroom is vital for children, giving them other ways to achieve and gain in confidence. I see the extra-curricular opportunities for children as a vital part of their education and am delighted to be the link governor with special responsibility for PE in both schools. I am looking forward to working closely with Vicky Knowles and Sarah Chidzey in providing new and exciting sporting events and opportunities where we can, particularly incorporating the 2012 Olympics into the curriculum next year.
